T 



(19) 




Europaisches Pat ntamt 
European Patent Offic 
Offic uropeen des brevets 



(12) 



(11) EP 1 041 012 A1 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(43) Date of publication; 

04.10.2000 Bulletin 2000/40 

(21) Application number: 99830193.1 

(22) Date of filing: 02.04.1999 



(51) mtci7: B65D 85/60, B65D 25/54, 
A23G 3/00 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
MC NL PT SE 

Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK RO SI 

(71) Applicants: 

• SOREMARTEC S.A. 

6700 Arlon-Schoppach (BE) 

Designated Contracting States: 

BE CH DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE LI LU MC NL PT SE 

AT 

• Ferrero S.p.A. 

12051 Alba(Cuneo)(IT) 

Designated Contracting States: 
IT 

• FERRERO OFFENE HANDELSGESELLSCHAFT 
m.b.H. 

D-60599 Frankfurt (DE) 

Designated Contracting States: 
DE 



(72) Inventor: Arnaldi, Renato 
Luxembourg (LU) 

(74) Representative: Rambelli, Paolo et al 
c/o JACOBACCI & PERANI S.p.A. 
Corso Regio Parco, 27 
10152 Torino (IT) 



(54) Package provided with magnifying means particularly for food products 



(57) Packaging (1 ) is preferably constituted by a box 
which includes a base part (2) and a lid (3), preferably 
of transparent plastics material. Adjacent at least some 
of the sites provided to house the products (P), consti- 
tuted usually by confectionery such as pralines, choco- 



lates and the like, lens formations (4) are arranged 
which draw attention to the corresponding products (P), 
both by creating light-reflecting effects similar to those 
seen in a jewel, and by making it easier to see the prod- 
ucts, even when the packaging (1 ) is viewed from a very 
narrow angle. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to packaging according 
to the preamble of Claim 1. 

[0002] Packaging of this type is currently used, for ex- 
ample, for packing food products such as confectionery: 
pralines chocolates and the like. On this subject, see, 
for example, some of the packagings forming the sub- 
ject of the International Models DM/033113 or DM/ 
040299. 

[0003] The aforesaid packagings are usually intended 
to contain one or several rows, possibly one layer above 
the other, of similar or different products. 
[0004] Should the package house different products, 
it could prove advantageous to ensure that some prod- 
ucts - perhaps because they are considered especially 
select or attractive - can be made to stand out from the 
others. This can be achieved, for example, by using 
wrappings for these products of a colour which contrasts 
with that of the other products. 

[0005] This arrangement is not always possible to put 
into practice however. There are situations, for example, 
where the products one would like to stand out have tra- 
ditional wrappers which it would be a mistake to alter 
only to draw attention to them in a mixed pack. The same 
argument may apply in a complementary manner to the 
wrappers of other products intended for such packag- 
ing. 

[0006] In any case, the above arrangement does not 
solve the problem of how to make particular products to 
stand out when the package, generally a box, is not 
viewed in plan (that is from a perspective that is perpen- 
dicular or substantially perpendicular to the plane of the 
row or rows of products) but from the side, with a fairly 
restricted angle of observation: typically, this situation 
occurs when the package is arranged on a shelf of a 
shop window or on a counter and is viewed horizontally 
or almost horizontally. It will be appreciated that this type 
of problem also arises in packs which contain products 
which are all the same. 

[0007] The object of the present invention is thus to 
provide packaging of the type described above which is 
able to meet the requirements specified above, while 
avoiding the disadvantages described. 
[0008] This object is achieved, according to the inven- 
tion, by providing packaging having the characteristics 
claimed in the appended Claims. 
[0009] In addition to providing an entirely satisfactory 
response to the requirements set out above, the pack- 
aging of the invention has the additional advantage that 
the characteristic lens formations of the packaging give 
a jewel-like effect, with reflected light creating an attrac- 
tive sparkling effect which catches the attention of any- 
one looking at the packaging and the products con- 
tained therein. 

[0010] Th invention will now b described, purely by 
way of non-limitative example, with reference to the ap- 
pend d drawings, in which: 



Figure 1 is a perspectiv view of a package accord- 
ing to the invention, 

Figure 2 is a section taken on the line ll-li of Figure 
1 , and 

Figure 3 illustrates a possible variant of the arrange- 
ment of the invention. 

[0011] In the drawings, the reference number 1 gen- 
erally indicates a package which can be used, for ex- 
ample, to pack food products such as confectionery, that 
is pralines, chocolates and the like. 
[0012] For example (without, of course, intending to 
limit the scope of the invention), the products P could 
be constituted, for example, by confectionery such as 
that sold under the brand names Ferrero Rocher, Con- 
fetteria Raffaeilo, Mon Cheri or Pocket Coffee by com- 
panies of the Ferrero group. 

[0013] In the embodiments illustrated here, the pack- 
age 1 is substantially in the shape of a more or less flat- 
tened box, comprising a bottom tray-shape part 2 with 
an associated removable lid 3 which closes the opening 
thereof. 

[0014] In the examples illustrated, both the bottom 2 
and the lid 3 are made entirely of a transparent material 
and the lens formations 4, which will be described in 
greater detail later, are present only on the lid 3. 
[0015] It must be emphasised that these choices are 
purely by way of example as, for instance, the bottom 
tray 2 could be made, at least in part, of a non-transpar- 
ent material, while the lens formations 4 could be only 
on the bottom tray 2 (around the sides thereof, for ex- 
ample) instead of only on the lid 3, or could be both on 
the bottom 2 and on the lid 3. 

[0016] As will be understood more clearly from the de- 
scription which follows, the use of a transparent material 
is important only in order to achieve the characteristic 
optical effect of the lens formations 4. The preferred 
choice, at least for the transparent components, is a 
plastics material such as clear polystyrene, for example. 
Other options are of course possible, especially for the 
non-transparent portions (typically cardboard or card). 
[0017] In the same way, the fact that the embodiments 
illustrated here refer to prismatic box-shaped packages 
which receive flat rows of products P inside them, should 
not be seen in any way as limiting the scope of the in- 
vention. 

[0018] The arrangement of the invention is suited, in 
fact, to be applied to packaging of any shape (in addi- 
tion, for example, to the rectangular box illustrated here, 
it could be circular, elliptical, heart-shaped, lobed, ring- 
shaped or any other curved and/or linear shape) and 
also to packaging intended to hold superposed lay rs 
of rows of products. It is also clear that the typical eff ct 
achieved by th us of the I ns formations 4 applies pri- 
marily to the products arrang d in a housing positions 
adjacent the said formations rather than to products 
which are concealed by other products - for instance as 
a result of several layers being on on top of the other. 
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[0019] The specific criteria involved in the manufac- 
ture of the package hav little bearing on the achieve- 
ment of the characteristic result of the invention (and are 
thus able to be modified within a broad range of possible 
alternative arrangements) t in particular with regard to s 
the housing and positioning of the products P within the 
packaging. 

[0020] In this context, the appended drawings refer, 
purely by way of example, to an arrangement in which 
the bottom part 2 is constituted essentially by a sort of 10 
tray (see Figure 2), comprising a flat bottom wall 20 sur- 
rounded by peripheral walls 21, with a liner 22 inserted 
therein. The latter is usually made of plastics material 
(so-called acetate), shaped, usually by heat moulding, 
so as to form a plurality of cavities 23. Each cavity 23 *5 
forms, within the packaging 1, a housing for a product 
P. In the embodiment illustrated here, the products P are 
shown as approximately spherical pralines, wrapped in 
sheet material and resting in respective cups B of folded 
card. 20 
[0021] A vital characteristic of the arrangement of the 
invention consists in the fact that a respective lens for- 
mation 4 is arranged over each housing position of a 
product P, defined by a cavity 23 (see the examples of 
Figures 1 and 2), or over only some positions thereof 25 
(see the arrangement of Figure 3). 
[0022] In the embodiments illustrated here by way of 
example, the formations 4 are formed in the lid 3: how- 
ever, as stated earlier, formations of this type could be 
arranged alternatively on the body 2 rather than on the 30 
lid 3, or both on the body 2 and on the lid 3. 
[0023] In the embodiment illustrated, the lens forma- 
tions 4 are defined by local variations in the thickness 
of the wall of the lid 3. In particular, each lens formation 
4 is constituted by a respective portion of lid in the shape 35 
of a very squat, square-based pyramid. In other words, 
the lid is moulded in a raised, "diamond" pattern. 
[0024] This embodiment has proved particularly ad- 
vantageous in achieving the aim of drawing attention to 
a respective product P as described in the introduction 40 
tothe present description. This is especially true (thanks 
to the number of faces making up each pyramid or dia- 
mond formation) of the so-called "jewel" effect observed 
when the packaging is viewed from a narrow angle of 
vision, as shown schematically by the arrow V of Figure *s 
2. 

[0025] It is clear, however, that the aforesaid lens for- 
mations could also be shaped entirely differently. For ex- 
ample, while retaining a general pyramid shape, the 
base could differ from the square illustrated, being a tri- so 
angle, a pentagon, a hexagon etc. Similarly, instead of 
having a pyramid shape, the formations 4 could be a 
frustum of a pyramid or of a cone, a section or a segment 
of a sph re etc. 

[0026] Although th embodiment illustrated her pro- ss 
vides for the thickness of the lid 3 (or, in gen rat, of the 
respective part of the package 1) to vary at th site of 
each formation 4, so as to form an (at least slight) out- 
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ward projection or protuberanc on the packaging 1 , this 
choice is in no way compulsory. 

[0027] For example, the variation in the thickness of 
the wall could go in the opposite direction, thereby keep- 
ing the outside of the box smooth, with the aforesaid pro- 
jections or protuberances facing inwardly of the pack- 
aging, or forming convex or concave surfaces both in- 
wardly and outwardly of the packaging 1 . 
[0028] The variation in the thickness of the wall, which 
in the example illustrated aims essentially to provide for- 
mations with a convex projecting surface (outwardly or 
inwardly of the packaging), could also work in the exact 
opposite way, creating a concave rather than convex 
surface at the site of each lens formation. 
[0029] It is not in fact essential to act on the thickness 
of the wall, since the desired effect can be achieved, at 
least in some cases, by simply shaping the wall, rather 
than actually varying the thickness thereof. 
[0030] The expressions "lens formation" and/or "lens 
means" are thus used here in the broadest meaning of 
the terms, thereby indicating any body of at least par- 
tially transparent material (the material may in fact b 
pigmented) limited by two surfaces, the one flat and the 
other shaped or both shaped. 

[0031] It will be appreciated that, as indicated earlier, 
the arrangement of the invention is suited either to draw- 
ing attention to all the products P in the packaging 1 or 
to just some of these. 

[0032] Thus, in the embodiment illustrated in Figures 
1 and 2, a lens formation 4 is provided for each position 
housing a product P. In this case, all the products P con- 
tained in the packaging adjacent the lid 3 benefit from 
the characteristic ability of the invention to draw atten- 
tion. 

[0033] In the embodiment of Figure 3 on the other 
hand, only a few of the positions provided for housing 
products P have associated lens formations 4 in the lid 
3. In this case, the characteristic ability of the invention 
to draw attention is focused on the products P housed 
in the said positions, although not exclusively. 
[0034] Naturally, the principle of the invention remain- 
ing the same, manufacturing details and embodiments 
may be widely varied from those described and illustrat- 
ed, without departing thereby from the scope of the 
present invention. 



Claims 

1. A package which includes a container body (2, 3) 
the walls of which define at least one site for housing 
a respective product (P), characterised in that the 
said walls (3) have a respective lens means (4) ad- 
jacent the said at I ast on housing site. 

2. A packag according to Claim 1, characterised in 
that the said lens means (4) is formed by a portion 
of wall of varying thickness. 
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3. A package according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, char- 
acterised in that the said lens means (4) is defined 
by a wall element with a curvature projecting out- 
wardly of the packaging. 

4. A package according to any one of Claims, 1 to 3, 
characterised in that the said lens means (4) is de- 
fined by a wall element with a curvature projecting 
inwardly of the packaging. 

5. A package according to any one of the preceding 
Claims, characterised in that the said lens means 
(4) is of pyramid shape. 

6. A package according to Claim 5, characterised in 
that the said pyramid shape has a square base. 

7. A package according to any one of the preceding 
Claims, characterised in that the said container 
body includes a base part (2) and a lid (3) arranged 
to cover the said base part (2) and in that the said 
lens means is formed in the lid. 



one on top of the other and in that lens means (4) 
are provided for at least one housing area posi- 
tioned adjacent the said walls. 

5 



10 



15 



8. A package according to any one of the preceding 

Claims, characterised in that the said container 2S 
body includes a plurality of the said housing sites 
(23) and in that a respective lens means (4) is pro- 
vided for each of the said housing sites (23). 



9. A package according to any Claim from 1 to 8, char- 30 
acterised in that the said container body includes a 
plurality of the said housing sites (23) and in that a 
respective lens means (4) is provided for only some 

of the said housing sites (23). 

35 

10. A package according to Claim 7 and Claim 9, char- 
acterised in that it includes a plurality of lens means 
(4) arranged on the said lid (3) in positions corre- 
sponding to respective housing sites (23). 

40 

11. A package according to any one of the preceding 
Claims, characterised in that the said walls (2, 3) 
are constituted, at least adjacent the said respective 
lens means 4), of a transparent, or substantially 
transparent, plastics material. 45 

12. A package according to any one of the preceding 
Claims, characterised in that the said container 
body (2, 3) is generally box-shape. 

so 

13. A package according to Claim 12, characterised in 
that the said container body (2, 3) has a generally 
flat shape and has a plurality of sites (23) for hous- 
ing products arranged in flat rows. 

55 

14. A package according to Claim 12, charact ris d in 
that the said container body (2, 3) includes a plural- 
ity of sites for housing products arranged in rows 
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